AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§161.3

the accredited veterinarian to com-
plete, prior to performing any accred-
ited duties in the new State, an ori-
entation in animal health procedures
and issues relevant to the new State.
The Veterinarian-in-Charge shall re-
view the content of each such orienta-
tion and shall approve its use after de-
termining that it includes adequate in-
formation about animal health agen-
cies, regulatory requirements, adminis-
trative procedures, and animal disease
issues in the new State, to prepare an
accredited veterinarian from another
State to perform accredited duties in
the new State. The Veterinarian-in-
Charge shall also give the State Ani-
mal Health Official of the new State an
opportunity to review the contents of
the orientation, and invite him or her
to participate in developing orienta-
tion materials and conducting the ori-
entation.

(b) An accredited veterinarian may
not perform accredited duties in a
State in which the accredited veteri-
narian is not licensed or legally able to
practice veterinary medicine.

(c) An accredited veterinarian may
not perform accredited duties in a
State other than the one in which the
veterinarian was initially accredited
until the veterinarian receives written
authorization from APHIS to perform
accredited duties in the new State.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 0579-0032 and
0579-0297)

[74 FR 65011, Dec. 9, 2009]

§161.3 Renewal of accreditation.

(a) Accredited veterinarians who
wish to continue participating in the
National Veterinary Accreditation
Program must renew their accredita-
tion every 3 years by completing an ap-
plication for accreditation renewal and
submitting it to APHIS. Newly accred-
ited veterinarians must renew their ac-
creditation within 3 years of com-
pleting the orientation program de-
scribed in §161.1(e)(4) of this part, re-
gardless of when their accreditation
was granted. Other veterinarians must
renew their accreditation within 3
years of the previous renewal.

(b) Accredited veterinarians who
wish to renew their accreditation
under Category I must complete 3 sup-
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plemental training units approved by
APHIS by the end of their 3-year ten-
ure as an accredited veterinarian. Ac-
credited veterinarians who wish to
renew their accreditation under Cat-
egory II must complete 6 supplemental
training units approved by APHIS by
the end of their 3-year tenure as an ac-
credited veterinarian. Accredited vet-
erinarians who wish to change the cat-
egory in which they are accredited,
rather than renew accreditation in
their current accreditation category,
should follow the procedure in §161.1(f)
of this part.

(c) Accredited veterinarians who do
not complete the required training
within 3 years as specified in paragraph
(a) of this section will have their ac-
credited status expire. Veterinarians
whose accreditation has expired will
not be allowed to perform accredited
duties until they receive notification
of their reinstatement from APHIS.
Veterinarians who perform duties that
only accredited veterinarians are au-
thorized to perform while their accred-
ited status has expired will be subject
to such criminal and civil penalties as
are provided by the Animal Health Pro-
tection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.) or
other applicable Federal statutes or
regulations. To be reinstated, the vet-
erinarian must complete the necessary
supplemental training units for the ap-
propriate category and submit an ap-
plication for renewal of veterinary ac-
creditation to APHIS. A veterinarian
who allows his or her accredited status
to expire must have completed the re-
quired number of supplemental train-
ing units within 3 years of his or her
application for renewal in order to be
approved for renewal. Supplemental
training units completed since the vet-
erinarian’s last renewal but more than
3 years before the veterinarian’s appli-
cation for renewal will not count to-
wards fulfilling his or her training re-
quirement.

(d) Veterinarians who are accredited
as of February 1, 2010, may continue to
perform accredited duties between Feb-
ruary 1, 2010, and the date of their first
renewal. APHIS will provide notice for
3 months to accredited veterinarians
who are accredited as of February 1,
2010, to notify them that they must
elect to participate in the NVAP as a
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Category I or Category II veterinarian.
Veterinarians must elect to continue
to participate within 3 months of the
end of the notification period, or their
accredited status will expire. When
APHIS receives notice from an accred-
ited veterinarian that he or she elects
to participate, APHIS will notify the
accredited veterinarian of his or her
date for first renewal. The accredited
veterinarian must then complete all
the training requirements for renewal,
as described in this section, by his or
her first renewal date.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0297)

[74 FR 65011, Dec. 9, 2009]

§161.4 Standards for accredited vet-
erinarian duties.

An accredited veterinarian shall per-
form the functions of an accredited
veterinarian only in a State in which
the accredited veterinarian is licensed
or legally able to practice veterinary
medicine. An accredited veterinarian
shall perform the functions of an ac-
credited veterinarian and carry out all
responsibilities under applicable Fed-
eral programs and cooperative pro-
grams subject to direction provided by
the Veterinarian-in-Charge and in ac-
cordance with any regulations and in-
structions issued to the accredited vet-
erinarian by the Veterinarian-in-
Charge, and shall observe the following
specific standards:

(a) An accredited veterinarian shall
not issue a certificate, form, record or
report which reflects the results of any
inspection, test, vaccination or treat-
ment performed by him or her with re-
spect to any animal, other than those
in regular health maintenance pro-
grams, unless he or she has personally
inspected that animal within 10 days
prior to issuance. Inspections under
this paragraph must be conducted in a
location that allows the accredited vet-
erinarian sufficient space to observe
the animal in such a manner as to de-
tect abnormalities related to areas
such as, but not limited to, loco-
motion, body excretion, respiration,
and skin conditions. An accredited vet-
erinarian shall examine such an animal
showing abnormalities, in order to de-
termine whether or not there is clin-
ical evidence compatible with the pres-
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ence or absence of a communicable dis-
ease.

(1) Following the first two inspec-
tions of a herd or flock as part of a reg-
ular health maintenance program, an
accredited veterinarian shall not issue
a certificate, form, record or report
which reflects the results of any in-
spection, test, vaccination or treat-
ment performed by him or her with re-
spect to any animal in that program,
unless he or she has personally in-
spected that animal within 10 days
prior to issuance.

(2) Following the third and subse-
quent inspections of a herd or flock in
a regular health maintenance program,
an accredited veterinarian shall not
issue a certificate, form, record or re-
port which reflects the results of any
inspection, test, vaccination or treat-
ment performed by him or her with re-
spect to any animal in that program,
unless he or she has personally in-
spected that animal within 30 days
prior to issuance.

(b) An accredited veterinarian shall
not issue, or allow to be used, any cer-
tificate, form, record or report, until,
and unless, it has been accurately and
fully completed, clearly identifying the
animals to which it applies, and show-
ing the dates and results of any inspec-
tion, test, vaccination, or treatment
the accredited veterinarian has con-
ducted, except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, and the dates of
issuance and expiration of the docu-
ment. Certificates, forms, records, and
reports shall be valid for 30 days fol-
lowing the date of inspection of the
animal identified on the document, ex-
cept that origin health certificates
may be valid for a longer period of
time as provided in §91.3(a) of this
chapter. The accredited veterinarian
must distribute copies of certificates,
forms, records, and reports according
to instructions issued to him or her by
the Veterinarian-in-Charge.

(c) An accredited veterinarian shall
not issue any certificate, form, record,
or report which reflects the results of
any inspection, test, vaccination, or
treatment performed by another ac-
credited veterinarian, unless:

(1) The signing accredited veteri-
narian has exercised reasonable care,
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